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AUTHOR:
Don Schricker
REFERENCES:



1.
CD 1.6, September 1999


2.
98-0475 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/27/98 (Wallace)

PROPOSED REVISION:

Remove the ABSENT WHEN form of the PRESENT WHEN clause.

JUSTIFICATION:

Comment 19 in 98-0475 states:

19. Page 302, LINE clause, 13.17.33.2: 

a.  SR 6-e says     "If ... , they shall each be subject to a different PRESENT WHEN (or equivalent) clause."   3.17.51, SOURCE clause, GR 4,  and 13.17.52, SUM clause, GR 11 and 12 have the wording "(or equivalent)" also. 

It is not at all clear what "(or equivalent)" means in this rule.  Is this referring to the ABSENT WHEN "clause" (which is described as a PRESENT WHEN clause on page 330 - - where it is treated as a PRESENT WHEN clause with the compliment of the condition specified for the ABSENT WHEN clause?

Then, the rule has to say explicitly how  PRESENT WHEN and ABSENT WHEN "clauses" are considered to represent different conditions on when the report lines are to be selected. 

b.   Do we really need to have the ABSENT WHEN clause if it can be easily expressed by the PRESENT WHEN clause with the negative condition?   Also, describing a language element which starts with ABSENT WHEN ...     as a PRESENT WHEN clause is very confusing.  

When J4 discussed this comment, they decided to remove the ABSENT WHEN form of the PRESENT WHEN clause unless John Piggott felt strongly about keeping it.  When the author contacted John, his response was:

"Personally, I'd be perfectly happy to remove the ABSENT WHEN form of the syntax.  Keep it simple!"

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23‑1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a‑1989 and X3.23b‑1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

I searched the document electronically for "ABSENT" and "equivalent".

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

 AUTONUM 
Page 8, 4.2, absent data item, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 141, 8.9, Reserved words, delete ABSENT.

 AUTONUM 
Page 251, 13.13.1, Report group description entry, change " eq \b\bc\{(\a\al\vs3( PRESENT , ABSENT)) " to "PRESENT".

 AUTONUM 
Page 252, 13.13.2, Report group description entry, syntax rule 18, delete "or ABSENT WHEN".

 AUTONUM 
Page 277, 13.16.15.2, COLUMN clause, syntax rule 5, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 277, 13.16.15.2, COLUMN clause, syntax rule 6a, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 277, 13.16.15.2, COLUMN clause, syntax rule 6c, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 304, 13.16.34.2, LINE clause, syntax rule 6a, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 304, 13.16.34.2, LINE clause, syntax rule 6b, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 305, 13.16.34.2, LINE clause, syntax rule 6d, delete 2 occurrences of "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 305, 13.16.34.2, LINE clause, syntax rule 6e, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 306, 13.16.34.3, LINE clause, general rule 4, second paragraph, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 306, 13.16.34.3, LINE clause, general rule 4c, second paragraph, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 306, 13.16.34.3, LINE clause, general rule 5, first paragraph, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 316, 13.16.37.3, OCCURS clause, general rule 10, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 333, 13.16.40, PRESENT WHEN clause, item 1, change in part to read:



"...entry will be processed."

 AUTONUM 
Page 333, 13.16.40.1, PRESENT WHEN clause, format 1, change to read:



"PRESENT  WHEN  condition-1"

 AUTONUM 
Page 333, 13.16.40.2, PRESENT WHEN clause, general rule 1, change in part to read:



"If the PRESENT WHEN clause is specified..."

 AUTONUM 
Page 333, 13.16.40.2, PRESENT WHEN clause, delete general rule 2.

 AUTONUM 
Page 354, 13.16.52.3, SOURCE clause, general rule 4, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 357, 13.16.53.3, SUM clause, general rule 11, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 357, 13.16.53.3, SUM clause, general rule 12, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 379, 13.16.61.3, VALUE clause, general rule 19, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 379, 13.16.61.3, VALUE clause, general rule 20, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 380, 13.16.62.3, VARYING clause, general rule 4, delete "or ABSENT".

 AUTONUM 
Page 780, C.19.3.3, COLUMN, fourth sentence, delete "or its equivalent".

 AUTONUM 
Page 780, C.19.3.4, SOURCE, VALUE, and PICTURE, third paragraph, delete "(or equivalent)".

 AUTONUM 
Page 781, C.19.4.1, PRESENT WHEN, first paragraph, delete the last sentence.

 AUTONUM 
Page 781, C.19.4.1, PRESENT WHEN, last paragraph on the page, delete "or ABSENT".

 AUTONUM 
Page 782, C.19.4.1, PRESENT WHEN, first example, replace the third line (begins "ABSENT WHEN") by:



PRESENT WHEN FIRST-NAME NOT EQUAL "UNKNOWN".

 AUTONUM 
Page 783, C,19.5.3, VARYING, replace the last line of the example by:



PRESENT WHEN WS-PAY-TABLE (RS-ENTRY-NO) >= 0.

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (NOT AFFECTING):

Item 101, PRESENT WHEN clause, change in part to read:  


"The PRESENT WHEN clauses allows lines and printable..."

Item 112, Report Writer, delete ",along with an alternative, ABSENT WHEN".

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (POTENTIALLY AFFECTING):


Delete ABSENT from the list of new reserved words in item 6.

OBSOLETE LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
ARCHAIC LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
IMPLEMENTOR-DEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
PROCESSOR-DEPENDENT LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
UNDEFINED LANGUAGE ELEMENT LIST:
None
INDEX:


Delete the entry for ABSENT WHEN clause

SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE TO ADOPT JOD 1993:
Not applicable
RESOLVED ISSUES:
None
OPEN ISSUES:
None

